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Academy Fellow to Lead Division of Nursing at Bureau of Health 
Professions 

 
Washington, DC (August 30, 2010) – A goal of the American Academy of Nursing (AAN)/AARP Joint Fellowship 
program is to foster talented nurse leaders to achieve broader influence on national health policy. A testament to 
the promise of the yearlong program, Julie Sochalski, PhD, RN, FAAN, the 2009 joint fellow, was appointed the 
Director for the Division of Nursing at the Bureau of Health Professions (BHPr), a component of the Health 
Resources Services Administration (HRSA). 
 
In her new role, Sochalski will be the principal advisor to the Associate Administrator of BHPr and the 
Administrator of HRSA, guiding national policy issues on nursing workforce, quality, practice, education and 
research. 
 
“Our health care system is only as strong as the workforce that supports it, and health reform has sounded the 
clarion call. It’s a great privilege to join the leadership at HRSA at this propitious moment and to work with them 
towards our common goal of assuring that the Nation’s health care workforce, now and in the future, can meet its 
challenges,” said Sochalski, according to an e-mail release by HRSA. “Building a highly skilled, effectively 
deployed and fully resourced nursing workforce is integral to achieving that goal, and to assuring that all people 
and communities have access to high-value health care. I look forward to delivering on that promise.” 
 
Sochalski is an Associate Professor at the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing, and she received her 
PhD from the University of Michigan. Her experience researching patient outcomes and comprehensive 
perspectives and approaches are imperative to addressing workforce initiatives during the implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act. 
 
Visit HRSA Bureau of Health Professions. 
 

 
### 

 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in 
health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy. The Academy’s mission is to 

serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 
and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 

http://bhpr.hrsa.gov/

